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163 RD. RECEIVES 
WAR DEPT. AWARD 

It bas just been announced trat ti.. 16Jrd 
Signal Photo Co. 1185 awarded the Meritorious 
Service llnit Plaque by the War Department, 
through the Seventh Arll\'f Co1111113nder, Lt. Gen. 
AlexMder 1.1. Petch, Jr. 

The a118rd is in recognition of th> "superior 
performance of exceptionallY difficult tasks 
during the period 15 Au_,"l.lst, 1944 to 15 Oct. 
1944, in France•. This is the period of the 
first stages of tlie invasion of Southern 
FrRnce wt,ich begen the morning of August 15. 
Our photograohers hit the beaches with the 
first eanult troops and together with a lab 
detachment, followed the SPventh Anny, keep­
il}g pace ohotogr •phic~lly lri th the Army's 
Slrirt a!'ld tri1np'ulnt sweep northward. 

The Citation brings with it a plaque for the 
cor.,pan;y and a laurel wreath decoration for 
each assigned and ottached member of the or­
gmization. The wreath, ·.vorn on the sleeve, 
is made in rold and yellow-c olcred embroidery 
or a woven patch egAin~t an ol~ve-dreb back­
ground. Personnel are entitled to W9"T this 
as lon~ as they are part of the compen7. 

FRATE, DURBAND 
RESCUE WOUNDED 

?"hile drivers Reno Frate and Cosner Durbend 
were ot~nding by with their .Jeeps in embat­
tled Oberhoffen, e Jerr; shell burst close 
to a group o!: Americ sn soldiers. A few 
fell wounded. There were no aid men around 
at the moment. The two 16Jrders, ignorina 
the shells still caning, imrnediatelY raced 
to the wounded Yan'<s, got t'1em into the Jee,,e 
and hurried to An aid station. 

The big palm to Frnte end Durband. 

lll!AT PROUD PAPAS SAY 

• There isn •t a oarent in the world who i!oesn •t 
brag about h!s kid - it 's natural and it's 
nice. Here's a few quotes from proul. papas 
of the 16Jrd. 
THO.ISO!/- The other day Ronald bit th> cat and 
his mother had to vmsh the fur out of his 
mouth. When given a Oennan helmet to play 
with he mistook it tor a bed oan . 
REISE- Adeline ( that •s 11\Y' wif~) writes that 
Linda always wants her own w,zy and gets into 
plenty of mischief. She can walk without help. 

IERSHEY-"Dick" is e heavyweight. Tears the 
hell out of furniture and gets "pti'fed" oft 
as quickzy as his pater. 

SCHWARZ- Jim's favorite pees time is pulling 
out electric plugs and throwing things into 
the toilet. 

MAGEL - While 1111' wife was in the hospital fer 
an appendh: operation,( sh, •s alright now-Ed), 
Glenn-( 28 montha old), was brought tor a via­
it and prc:aptly said: "Get up· mlllllfflY', get up• 

( Top Row-L.to R.). ( 1.) .7-• A. Schwars, Age,lJ 11onths; ( 2). !lonald George Tholllaon III, Age, 2 
().). Robwt All• Lftla, Ap 18-ths, (he's dreued as the apirit of 1945h (4). Anne Ilaria 
Anspaugh, Age, 19 month■; (C..ter Row, L. to. Right). (1). OleM M. Nagel, Age, 28 montha; 
( 2). Eve],111 Wynne Glem, Age 2 1/2 7eara; ( 3). Linda Heiae, Age, 1..4 month■• ( Bott .. Row, t. 
to R.). (1). Yiu Jac.w. ltillbel( Age, 16 (ICiJllbel also haa a aon, Don N., Age 17); (2). Jerrr., 
George Co.tea, Age, 18 montha; 3). Harold E. Jone■, Age, 3 and Robert B. Jones, Age 16; (4). 
Richard M. llllr■hflT, Age, 2 1/2. 

WE'RE THANKFUL THEY'RE SAFE 

We proudly present children of members of 
our 16Jrd far:iilY. 

Aren't they a swell looking bunch of kids? 

They're goin~ to be awt'ull:r nice to come 
home to even though some of them ~;ght at 
first say: "Vlho is that men, Mama. But 
love is a swi~ answerer and the question 
will quicklY l!i ve way to the snile and the 
trusting arms of confidence around the neck 
of "lly Os ddy" • 

As we look et these kids, most of them still 
in the diaper stage, and aano almost grown 

uo, we nre thAnkfu.l thst they are sAfe - snfe 
in America. 

We are thankful that those who threatened the 
security of our homes as they m..., ,uroody 
destroyed the security of thousands of home3 
over here , are now on the run, thst Gennsny 
is almost beaten, tr11t JaJlllln is being slowly 
pushed b~ck to her lair - and trnt the day 
nears when all fathers away from hroe will 
return again to hear the sweete~t words a 
man lcnowa1 



. , 

-~-----·---"!'~----- ----------·----!~FACTO ____ F~brua~y 13, 194_5 ____ _ 

IN FIELD AND HQS. 
Le.st meek 

Restricted Page 2 -----------
The laboratory has been ha vine trouble 
with its water supply ••• and Lt. Strock, 
O.I.C. of the lab in reply to a note from 
Lt. Byars regarding Prints, made the clas ­
sic observation: 11! realize there is a war 
on, but does the war realize there's no 
water on?" •.• Lt. Byars reporting this, a J,,s 
~his suggestion to solve the water problGm : 
'The French have a good cheap substitute 
called : eau', or a reasonable faesimilic". 
Byars signed himself, Correspondent at SBS. 
(Saverne Base Section) 

The 12 man quot~ to Paris brought baek with 
them some very fancy Parisian hand•bags -
only they were hanging under their eyes ••• 
each had stories to tell which could easily 
fill FOfO-FACT01eauso several domestic cri­
ses, erupt the Chaplain's Corps, and bring 
charges against the Editor for unfair eom­
peti tion to tho original and undiluted 
~rabian ~ights tales. 

11 At 2215 hours", reports Gordon Frye "on 
t?e evening of Feb. 5, T/4 Frye, wet'and 
tired knocked on the door of a house in the 
little French town of Keshastel ... the door 
was O'Oened by T/5 Rutl)erg. The t'l"To gents 
shook hands. The. t happening si(!nified the 
m~kin~ of a new ~,mch of C~TS know as Team 
#18." Tl'ie new combine which includes Pfc 
Ross and his jeep 11Foto Joe~ ta\:es up the 
same assignment as T/4 Hershey \_whom-Frye 
replaced or should I se.y reinforoed) and 
driver Karlgaard ..• Harris and Horne covered 
a hot story - the rescue of a ~t randed com­
bat patrol on a mission across the :Saar .••• 
coverage was from an O.P. en river's bank •• 
to get there, the photogs bad to slog thru 
mud up to tl'ieir knees, exposed all the time 
to enemy shells .•• Horne an~ driver Cipra 
were turned down at physical exams ••• Lei­
bowitz and Hebert, during their exam, were 
found in need of dental wor~ •• ,1'Teintraub and ~* 
driver ~.G. Smith on way to an ass~~nment PERSONNEL DEPT ... Norm Lowery hospitAlized 
got a tin that two nlanes crashed in a f;'I'- last woek after boing hit by a sniper in 
est ••• they attached themselves to s~arch:ng Colmar is doing very well - glad to h-Oar it, 
party and came out of said forest with pix Norm ... also in the hospital is Te,c Luper -
of survivors and three of the airmen in the Best regRrds and wishes for a speedy rc-
jeep .•• Bornet and Stubenrauch began a fea- covcry to you, Tex ••• Kastelz, Brown, and 
ture story on the "war-torn plain of Colmar'k ulpa, after covoring tho \'touch-imd-go 
described tersely by B ornet as "fertile in Haguenau sector, are b~ck at Hq. wni ting 
its appalling, realistic scenes, t~e most for another assignment ••• also on the bench 
eloquent battle scars we've seen on a snot after completing e mine story are Gerzcn, 
of earth - ruins, wrecked equipment, rr:i.vage(lfosser, and M. Ross ••• Lt. Meade, Bonson, 
ground, desol~tion, death" ..• and Bernet, and T .c. Smith wore seen around Hq. for ~ 
greatly moved by what he saw, turned in somerew dRys in between cmnging sectors •••••• 
of the most eloquent captions this scribe back in their s~ddlc s nftor a wcc'k in p, ~,

4 

r 
has read from the field ••. Bill Miller in on roto business Arc Major Smith, nnd Cnp t. 
the hard-hit town of Oberhoffen was "gra- Lewis ••• welcomed to tho family fold lnst 
phicinc'; inside a ruined church near Gor- week was Pvt. Harris from the ']1EJ3 Siisn::.:L 
man li;es when he was spotted by a Yank Service Bn., previously the 3120 Sig. Ser,.,. 
tank crew who mistook Bill for a Jerry - thECo ••• Now wearing silver b~rs in pl~eo of 
crew zeroed in while one of their number the gold aro Lt. Ollar and Lt. Moors, nt­
entered tho church and 11 capturedtt the 16Jrd tachcd to us, sometimo ago from the 162nd •• 
photog .•• adding to his adV'entures last wceki:ongrats. 
Miller photogrpphed a Lieutenant for a home- -&vc you 1:my nows? 
tovm picture .• 4as ho crossed the street to Send it to FOTO-FACTO. 
obtain a capti-on from his jeep, a Jerry -·-------------------

sh0 11 C
~me 1~n, landi'n°

0 

between him and the -----L-t H-E Str-o--ck --0 I C--n • - • • • • • • • • 
officer .. ,da~od, hut unhurt, Mil] or took ha T/5 Robert ••• Editor 
picture ,-/:: ;,'.1c cri tic811Y woundadC!Lt.' w O 1st Sgt s~ttorwhite ••• l'.,oc1=1.l Nows 

' a moment ')f;fo.ce, had presented 8 -::>unday .T/5 Pierson ••• tistribution 
grt-n for hi., hom1., "L .--:m par, c-r.. , • ==-~--------=========--·------·----
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LT. LEUDEt?S com~mms 
COLMAl COVERAGE 

Lt. Lcudcrs in c~Rrge of te~ms with XXI 
Corps, commended thorn for "their oxcollont 
work in providing first-hand spot coverage 
of !he b-i.ttle for entry into Colm,"lr. n The 
pr~iso was accorded in a report sent to 

TH'..NKS TO FOI'O-Fi\CTO HELPERS 

FOI'O-F .A.CTO vii.shes to ::tc1rnowl cdgo the 
cooperAtion of four me mbers of tho comp­
Any whose v olu~t::tr y efforts h<lvo he lpe d 
mike possible issuing the p~per r egularly 
for these l~st 14 weeks. 

Cnpt~in Lewis. • George Bialkowski ~nd Ed Schwnrz h~ndle 

"All concerned", ho s:'lid, "wore r on tho bAll' the t ec:inicl'll ,job from the copying to tho 
And.were most energetic nnd courageous in developin~•=·they often put in extra time 
their efforts to keep up ~ith t~o l ~tost ~fter official lAbora t ory work is finished. 
developments and oxhibitod a fine sense of Improvements _ in t ½c appcRr anco of FOTO-
rosponsibility ~md duty in getting in with F .\CTO a':e minnly the r esult of Bfalkowski 's 
the forward clements under r.10 Avy enemy fire sug gost1 on And knowl edge of photogr "'phy 
in order to got their pictures.,,. Md : ·m t. of Ed Schm:i.rz, who dcos n n,qin­

s t~king JOb of ,re~~ ring the nog~tives 

163RD GETS SPEEDIER 
COURIER SERVICE 

Direct courier service to Paris is now in 
operation in the comp1my. Cn Sr-i turday, Feb 
10, Ct1.mc Lt. HcMadc of SRhEF with the first 
"wnvc 11 of jeeps and drivors to in11~urnte 
the service which w:i!ll b e ,:i. b i g t i mo-sl'lver 
in getting our pix to PAris ~nd London. 
Tho jeeps make connections with pl11nos or 
whon tho planes · nre grounded, ookc t he run 
ovorl!'tnd. 

CCMPLIMENTS TO COMPETITOR 

Compliments to the 166th Si~a l Photo Co. 
for their publicntion, 11KodA.chromo11 uhich 
its publisher Lt. K.E. Hun.tor 11nd editor 
M/Sgt. J .c. Ishan describe as a ncolorful 
nccount in b~ck nnd Yrhite0

• It's an aye .. 
catching job with some feat1..1Tes which h~s 
spurred FOfO-F'\CTO to seek ways and me~ns 
to protty its fnco a bit moro. "Kodachromo~ 
is printod contnct. Up until J.Rst week, our 
1-ib did not hl'\VO an 8xl0 printer nnd FOTO­
F'\CTO wns printed by onlnrgor which res';11-
tod in~ spread in the type and n loss in 
shnrpnoss. Last week, "Horizontnl" Omar 
Duchono bestired himself ~nd built an ex10 
printer •• This wolcomo nddition to our lnb 
ot1uipmont hn.s nlso brought nn improvement 
in the ~p-pe~.r1mcc of t}'le nP.-por. 

'JI )0( 14 it* 

Anyone bllving Rcichm".rks nequired in the 
DopertmOl'lt or Moselle, shou16 h11vo them 
oxch~d bofaro Febru.,,ry 28th. 

·f or nr inti ng . . 

Kendzierski does the t yping for the pi.per 
?nd gives up sane of his free time each 
week. He also snvcs t he editor from em­
barrassment by cn.tching his mistakes bo-
f oro t hey get into print. 

A new volunteer hR s b oeh .. \rthur Pock who 
not onl:,t "rolls" our movie m11chinc but 
nlso the mimeogr~ph ma chine. 

To all thes e , thnnks - from the Editor 
And for the r enders. 

H01l'T KIDS PL,rcr: 
I N WAR T011TN 

War provides all kinds of mao~bre contrnsts 
and one of the stra ngest is tho WAY chil• 
dren in bAttlo-b'.\ttered towns will turn 
tho instruments of destruction into ploy­
things for thomselves. 

Sometimes a photogr,.,'iher with o. sonsi ti vo 
eye for the human l'ispects of the TTar n:i.J.7 
s ee these things 8.nd record them . Phot.o­
grn.pher Rosenblum of t ho 163rd ,1n.s in tho 
shattered town of Oberhoffen Rnd hero i s 
his descriotion of wMt he filmed: 
«In spite of the shelling ~nn tho chaos, 
three kids wore in the street ml!l kinB; new 
toys out of broken Germ~n guns Pnd equip­
ment n.nd we c rJ.me upon one house where two 
children plr-.ycd in t}-o b~ ckynrd." 
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